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The US government has offered a conditional, nine-month extension of work permits for the tens
of thousands of Salvadorans in the US who are facing a cutoff of their temporary residency status.
The extension is not only a relief for those Salvadorans who do not want to leave the US, but it
also delays the Salvadoran government's quandary about the potential loss of US$840 million in
annual remittances, which have become a mainstay for the national economy. While in Mexico for
the inauguration of Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo, US Vice President Al Gore and Salvadoran
President Armando Calderon Sol met on Nov. 29 to discuss the plight of Salvadorans residing in the
US. Gore told Calderon Sol that the US government would extend work permits through September
1995 for those Salvadorans now working in the US, but that it would not prolong the Deferred
Enforced Departure (DED) status beyond its Dec. 31 expiration date. That special DED status was
created in 1990 by the US Congress to protect Salvadorans fleeing from the brutal 12- year civil war
that cost at least 80,000 lives.
Then president George Bush extended the DED status in 1992, and President Bill Clinton extended
it again, until Dec. 31 of this year. Under the special legislation Salvadoran refugees were allowed
to live and work legally in the US but could not become permanent residents. Although it has been
estimated that at least 1 million Salvadorans fled to the US during the 1980s, there are no more than
200,000 registered in the DED program. President Calderon Sol called the US offer to extend work
permits a "true diplomatic success." Nevertheless, Salvadoran opposition political analyst Ernesto
Zelayandia took issue with the president's view, emphasizing the fact that the US Immigration and
Naturalization Service refused to renew the DED program. "It is not good to call this is a victory
when in reality it is a prolongation of the problem," chided Zelayandia.
According to the US Embassy in El Salvador, those Salvadorans who lose their DED status can
apply for asylum, or continue to work legally until Sept. 1995. The embassy said that concerns about
massive deportations were unjustified because the termination of DED status will have "a delayed
and gradual impact." In the US, government officials claim that ending the DED program had little
to do with growing anti-immigrant pressures such as Proposition 187, the California measure passed
on Nov. 8 that would deny government benefits to illegal immigrants. Rather, authorities claim that
the decision reflects the stability of a peacetime El Salvador where fighting and intimidation have
ended. However, refugee advocates disagree that the country is free of violence and intimidation,
citing the presidential elections last March in which 33 leftist candidates were killed.
Moreover, for the Salvadoran government, the major consideration in the situation is economic. The
government faces the potential loss of more than US$840 million in remittances sent by Salvadorans
working in the US to their relatives at home each year after the DED program ends. Since 1991,
these remittances have become the country's largest source of income, bypassing revenue from
coffee, the nation's most-important export. In 1991, coffee earned US$166 million, while remittances
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brought in US$518 million. By 1993 coffee generated US$248 million while remittances hit US$686
million. Estimates for this year are US$600 million in coffee income and US$1 billion in remittances.
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